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all circumstances, the course of the disease was short. 
Such a thing as chronic miliary tuberculosis had never 
occurred to me before to-night; on that account, this 
meeting has been particularly interesting to me. 
Heretofore I would not have hesitated to make an 
unfavorable prognosis. I should have felt certain 
that death would have supervened quickly; not a 
matter of months, as stated to-night, but a question of j 
but a few days or weeks. | 

Dr. S. then related the history of several cases 
terminating fatally in a few days, and in which the 
autopsy revealed tubercles in different organs, re¬ 
marking that the evidence which these cases afforded 
confirmed him in the belief that miliary tuberculosis 
was an acute disease, and always fatal. 

Dr. Fenger, in reply to Dr. Sawyer, expressed the 
opinion that miliary tuberculosis of the lungs is al¬ 
ways acute; about the brain he did not know any more 
than others say, who have seen cases occur. Miliary 
tuberculosis of the serous cavities is not so acute; for 
instance, miliary tuberculosis of the pleural cavities. 
We know from experience it is not very quickly fatal, 
in no way so severe as in the lungs. Furthermore, 
tuberculosis of the serous cavities is a local affection, 
while tuberculosis of the lungs, for reasons which are 
apparent, is a constitutional malady. 


CHICAGO MEDICAL SOCIETY, 


The Chicago Medical Society held its annual busi¬ 
ness meeting in the parlors of the Grand Pacific Ho¬ 
tel on the evening of April 7, 1884, with Dr. D. W. 
Graham, President, in the chair, and Dr. L. H. 
Montgomery, Secretary. ! 

There were present 88 members at the meeting, j 
and there were heard the annual reports of the Sec¬ 
retary-Treasurer, the Committee on Library, the 
Auditing Committee, and reports of outstanding com¬ 
mittees, all of which were duly received, and show 
the Society to be in a most flourishing condition, as 
may be seen from the appended report of the pro¬ 
ceedings. The meeting concluded by electing offi¬ 
cers for the ensuing year and appointing delegates to 
the American Medical Association, most of whom 
have pledged themselves to attend. 

After the reading of the minutes of the last meet¬ 
ing, which remained approved as read, the Secre- i 
tary’s annual report of the proceedings of the Chicago 
Medical Society for the current year ending April 7, 
1884, was presented: 

Mr. President and Members of the Society : 

During the year we have held nineteen regular 
meetings and one special meeting. Thirty-eight 
scientific essays and papers, written by thirty mem¬ 
bers, and a number of reports of cases in writing, j 
have been presented with a larger number of 
pathological specimens than during any former year 
for a very long time, besides several instruments and 
mechanical appliances that have been exhibited. 

Five hundred and four members and 134 visitors 
have attended twenty of the meetings, being in all 


638 physicians and students, compared to 450 mem¬ 
bers and 120 visiting physicians, or 570 persons, in 
attendance during 1882, and 304 members and 99 
visitors, or 403 persons in 1881. 

The largest number in attendance at any of the 
meetings was about 100. The smallest number that 
attended any of the meetings is only 12. The average 
number of members in attendance at each meeting is 
24 u / 20 , of guests 6 u /. i0 , or a total of 31 8 / 20 compared to- 
30, the average number that attended the Society the 
year previous, and 24, the average attendance during 
1881. 

We have received into active membership 35 new 
members, (this number does not include the acces¬ 
sions this evening, which number 8), compared tO' 
34, the number admitted in 1882, and 18 elected to 
membership during 1881 ; or 87, the entire number 
received in the Society during the three years’ time 
of the present incumbent’s regime. 

The membership list one year ago consisted of 210 
members, and 181 constituted the number at the 
close of the year 1881. An increase of 35 during the 
year would make the total membership 245. Of this 
number one has passed to the silent land, one re¬ 
signed, and one left the city. This number of 3 de¬ 
ducted will leave a correct and accurate list of 242 
members constituting this Society. There are others 
who have removed from the city that wish to retain 
their membership, so that out of our total member¬ 
ship some 6 or 8 are non-resident members, to which 
a reference will be added later. 

Perhaps no part of the records will find more ready 
appreciation than the faithful verbatim reports of the 
discussions. I say faithful, as implying, as near as 
possible, that of a retentive memory, in addition to 
the comprehensive notes that were taken at the time 
of debate. And as discussion is clearly an important 
feature of our sessions, where they have appeared in 
print, an endeavor has been made to give to the pro-’ 
fession everywhere most clearly the individuality of 
the members, and the views of those who participated, 
without partiality being shown to any one. The list 
of papers includes a varied assortment of topics, the 
best that has ever been written by the members and 
presented here. Doubts are entertained if there is a. 
local scientific society in our country'that has a bet¬ 
ter showing in this direction, if more than a few 
equal us in this respect. In many of the papers there 
was so much value, that they have been sought by 
other associations and re-read, as well as being quoted,, 
in every instance in abstract form or in their entire¬ 
ty, in several medical journals. 

A number of important committees have been ap¬ 
pointed during the year, one of the most important 
of which is the Committee on Library. A review of 
their work has also been embodied in this report (for 
fear, perhaps, that they would not be present or pie- 
pared), but I notice its chairman present, and you. 
will therefore hear from him in detail a more inter¬ 
esting report than this one. 

Twenty delegates from this society attended the 
meeting of the American Medical Association in 
Cleveland last year, besides the other permanent mem- 
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bers of the Association from this society who attend- ; 
ed, swelling the number to 34. 

Liston H. Montgomery, Secretary. ' 

65 Randolph St., April 7, 1884. I 

Upon motion by Dr. E. Andrews, duly seconded, 
the report of the Secretary, just read, was received 
and placed on file. ; 

Synopsis of First Annual Report of the Committee j 
on Library to Chicago Medical Society, Edmund ! 
Andrews, m.d., ll.d., Chairman: j 

April 7, 1884. 

Mr. President and Members of the Committee :— ' 
Your committee beg leave to submit the following j 
report: 

The value of money, books, and pledges placed 


at our disposal are as follows, viz.: 

Appropriated by the society.... $500.00 j 

Contributed by physicians, dentists, and j 

druggists...... 317.00! 

Money pledged by four gentlemen to meet 

transportation of books from Europe and j 

other expenses. 50.00] 

One hundred and ten volumes of books do¬ 
nated by various parties. Estimated cost 
value. 155.00 ] 


$1,022.00 ! 

Of the cash above stated, we have expended the 
following sums: 

Paid W. T. Keener, of which $500 was paid 
by the Treasurer of the society accord¬ 


ing to the appropriation. $528.15 

Paid for postage both ways on circulars sent 

to 1,500 men. 63.00 

Paid for stationery and printing. 15.45 

Paid for express charges and sundries. 2.50 


$609.10 

Which sum deducted from $817, the amount j 

actually collected as above stated, leaves 

cash on hand. $207.80- 

This latter sum, with the $50 pledged by the four 
gentlemen, will more than cover the cost and trans- j 
portation of books which we have ordered from 
Europe. The precise cost of the transportation can¬ 
not be ascertained beforehand. Several well-known 
works are omitted because new editions are about to 
appear, which will be best to defer purchasing until j 
next year. ] 

By careful economy of the funds, we have been j 
able to purchase the Great French work, called the : 
Dictionere des Sciences Medicales. One hundred '■ 
and twenty “ half volumes ” are now out, and the i 
rest will soon be issued. This magnificent work j 
will give us the best thoughts of the French profession ! 
on every medical and surgical topic. 

Then followed a list of 149 volumes purchased,with 
a list of 11 of the representative journals purchased. 

The following journals have been donated: The 
Chicago Medical Journal and Examiner, The Jour- ] 
NAL OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, The \ 
Weekly Medical Review. 

Mrs. George C. Clarke has donated 62 bound vol- i 


umes, being a portion of the library of her father,, 
the late Dr. J. W. Eldridge, one of Chicago’s earli¬ 
est eminent physicians. This collection is valuable,, 
because it gives us almost the beginning of Ameri¬ 
can, and some early English medical literature, many 
of the books being published iu the previous century. 
Others having donated or contributed books, are r 
W. T. Keener, 3 vols.; Dr. Adam Miller, 1 vol.; Dr. 
R. B. Treat, 9 vols.; Dr. R. Ludlam, 9 vols.; Parke, 
Davis & Co., 11 vols.; Dr. A. B. Stockham, 3 vols.; 
Dr. A. H. Foster, 3 vols., worth at new price $30 ; 
Dr. Justin Hayes, 1 vol.; Dr. H. P. Merriman, 6 
vols.; Anonymous Donor, Godding’s Two Hard 
Cases; Dr. E. Andrews, 3 vols. The summary of 
volumes: Bought of W. T. Keener, 160 vols.; or¬ 
dered from Europe, but not arrived, 74 vols.; books 
donated, 110 vols.; total, 344 vols. 

We find an increasing interest and enthusiasm on 
this subject on the part of the profession, and plans 
have been laid before us for raising very much larger 
sums annually for a period of years. 

It will be an easy thing comparatively to place on- 
the shelves 25,000 volumes of medical works. 

The authorities of the Public Library cooperate 
with us more cordially, and are now diligently at 
work cataloguing and shelving the books preparatory 
for use. In accordance with the advice of the society, 
which we heartily endorse, the Librarian will keep 
the books always ready for reading in the library, and 
not loan them out. 

\ 7 ery respectfully submitted, 

E. Andrews, Cha’nJ ... 

„ ... TT l 7 ’ Committee on 

F. C. Hotz, > T v 

Oscar C. DeWolf,J Llbrar >- 

Upon motion duly seconded, the report was re¬ 
ceived, accepted, and placed on file. 

Dr. Edmund Andrews offered the following : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this society be present¬ 
ed to Mrs. George C. Clarke, for the donation of 62 
volumes of medical works for the Public Library, 
which was received with plaudits, and the resolution 
unanimously carried. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing 
year : 

Dr. D. A. K. Steele, President. 

Dr. Charles W. Purdy, 1st Vice-President. 

Dr. Curtis T. Fenn, 2nd Vice-President. 

Dr. Liston H. Montgomery, Secretary (re-elected). 

Dr. E. Fletcher Ingals, Treasurer (re-elected). 

Drs. Wm. E. Quine, G. C. Paoli, and D. R. 
Brower, committee on membership and miscellaneous 
business. 

Dr. D. W. Graham, to fill vacancy on Library 
Committee, caused by Dr. Oscar C. DeWolf s time 
expiring. 

The following delegates from the Chicago Medical 
Society were elected at the annual meeting of the 
Society, April 7th, 1884, to the American Medic al 
Association for the year 1884. 

Dr. F. M. Wilder, Dr. W. T. Montgomery, 

Dr. W. W. Allport, Dr. E. F. Ingals, 

Dr T. W. Miller, Dr. C. T. Parkes, 

Dr. R. E. Starkweather, Dr. E. Burrons, 

Dr. N. E. Rice, Dr. A. Reeves Jackson, 
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Dr. I. G. Kiernan, Dr. Frank Billings, 

D -. J. F. Todd, Dr. E. F. Gaston, 

Dr. W. E. Clarke, Dr. C. S. DeVeny, 

I)'. Sim vi Strausser, Dr. C. J. Simons, 

Dr. A. H. Cooke, Dr. Philip Adolphus, 

Dr. J. E. Walton, Dr. T. W. Brophy, 

Dr. j. S. Mirshall, Dr. H. J. Reynolds, 

Dr. L. H. Montgomery, Dr. J. H. Chew, 

Dr. C W. Chaffee. Dr. E J. Doering, 

After tire transaction ot much additional business, 
including the presentation of the reports of the 
Trea-urer and Auditing Committee, the society ad¬ 
journed. Liston H. Montgomery, m.d., 

Secretary. 


STATE MEDICINE. 


STATE BOARD OF HEALTH OF CONNECTICUT, 


BY OR. C. W. CHAMBERLAIN, SECRETARY. 


MORTALITY IN FEBRUARY, 18S4. 
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The report is delayed for several reasons, failure to 
receive one or two reports by reason of illness of the 
reporters, and absence on my own part in sanitary 
work in different parts of the State. If without too 
much trouble the reports could all be made by the 
15th, this abstract could be made more promptly. 
There are many towns yet that - no reports are re¬ 
ceived from. It is hoped eventually f o secure a re¬ 
porter in every place. When one once forms the 
habit, it is not much trouble to send a report of what ; 
has come under one’s own observation. The places j 
that are never named are those from which no reports 
are made, either regularly or at intervals. The num- j 
ber of our correspondents is steadily increasing, and 
now includes all regions of the State. 

The month does not present as good a record as it 
should, for a short one. The total mortalities are ' 


too high, and the ratios are higher than those for the 
same months in previous years. The most notice¬ 
able event is the return of acute tertian ague. For 
some time past reports have been made of this recu ■- 
rence, now here, now there, until it has extende l 
over nearly all the region that has been invaded by 
malaria, where dumb ague and the like and the con¬ 
tinued type of disease had been the rule. The last 
new start is reported from Middlesex county, from 
Durham and adjacent towns, thus completing the 
whole area, except here and there localities that have 
not yet showed the movement. It has been irreg¬ 
ular both as to time and space, and at first suggests a 
renewed onslaught of malaria as it first appeared, but 
there is no increase in the periodic type, and, as a 
rule, after the appearance of quite a number of cates, 
the frequency diminishes and scattering cases con¬ 
tinue to be encountered. As clearly defined cases 
of tertian ague had rarely been seen over a large area, 
where the decline of the periodic type and the de¬ 
crease in malarial cases indicated an entire disappear¬ 
ance of the disease, the reappearance excites attention 
and the developments will be closely watched, to 
learn what the prospects are that the malarial type 
has become a permanent one. As typho-malarial 
fever still lingers in England, we may expect the 
same result here, but whether acute ague is to be a 
regular affliction is another question. 

The epidemic of diphtheria continued unabated 
during February. In Hartford the death rate is 
even higher than in January, and the number from 
zymotic diseases and the infantile deaths are slightly 
increased over those of January. The total mortality 
since January, 1883, from croup and diphtheria is 
295, a condition unprecedented in the sanitary his¬ 
tory of the State. There is certainly a need for sys¬ 
tematic sanitary work, which none but a well-organ- 
I ized board of health can accomplish. Fortunately, 
the scarlet fever did not spread, and since February 
there has been some decrease in the prevalence of 
diphtheria. As shown by the table, the disease has 
appeared in several cities. Bloomfield, Thomaston, 
Plainfield, Westport, South Manchester, Avon and 
North Manchester report several cases each. The 
! disease is unusually common. 

i Scarlet fever appears in the table reported from 
j several cities. In Glastonbury seven children in one 
family were attacked; two were buried in one grave, 

! and the others were seriously sick, and the death of 
two children in another family is reported. In adja¬ 
cent towns cases were reported—from North Man¬ 
chester, New Canaan, Willimantic, Greenwich, New 
Hartford, Stafford Springs and Haddam—but no 
general prevalence. 

Measels and whooping-cough are quite common. 
The former has been very prevalent in the northern 
part of North Manchester, and epidemic in Willi¬ 
mantic. Suffield and Plainfield also report cases. 
One fatal case is reported from Willimantic, and 
there are several in the cities. 

Influenza and bronchitis have been more common 
than lung fever. For the last two years the maxi¬ 
mum mortality from lung fever has been in the 
spring months, instead of the first quarter of the 
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